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CONFIDENTIAL BONN 06168 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PEPR, GW, UR 

SUBJECT: EGON BAHR TO VISIT SOVIET UNION 

REF: BONN 20071 

1 . THE SPD HAS ANNOUNCED THAT PARTY BUSINESS MANAGER 
EGON BAHR WILL VISIT MOSCOW IN MID-APRIL FOR TALKS ON 
THE NORTH-SOUTH DIALOGUE. BAHR IS GOING AT THE BEHEST 
OF SPD CHAIRMAN WILLY BRANDT, WHO MADE THE REQUEST IN 
HIS CAPACITY AS CHAIRMAN OF THE INDEPENDENT COMMISSION 
ON INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT. ACCORDING TO THE 
ANNOUNCEMENT, BAHR WILL DISCUSS NORTH-SOUTH QUESTIONS 
WITH THE SOVIETS. THE VISIT IS SAID TO BE IN LIEU OF 
BRANDT S DECEMBER TRIP TO MOSCOW, (REFTEL) WHICH WAS 
CANCELLED WHEN BREZHNEV BECAME ILL. 

2. AN SPD SOURCE TOLD US THE PARTY IS IN TOUCH WITH 
THE SOVIETS REGARDING BAHR'S INTERLOCUTORS AS WELL 
AS THE TIMING OF THE VISIT. 

3. COMMENT: BAHR'S ROLE AS A PRINCIPAL AUTHOR OF 
"OST POLITIK" IS WELL KNOWN AND NO ONE HERE EXPECTS 
HIM TO CONFINE HIS DISCUSSIONS TO ECONOMIC MATTERS. 
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ALTHOUGH HIS TRIP WAS MADE PUBLIC PRIOR TO THE 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF BREZHNEV'S VISIT, IT IS LIKELY 
THAT HE WILL GET INVOLVED IN THE SUBSTANCE OF THE 
LATTER. THE SOVIETS MAY WELL SEE IN BAHR A HELPFUL 
CHANNEL TO SCHMIDT TO EMPHASIZE THE IMPORTANCE OF 
MAKING THE VISIT A POLITICAL SUCCESS, WHATEVER THIS 
MAY ENTAIL. 
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